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Abstract

The importance of church schools in public education began to increase after the change of
government in 2010. This research looks for the causes and consequences of the expansion of
religious schools, examining the social, political and administrative environment surrounding
the school. We assume that the reasons for the expansion are to be found in the weak points of
public education rather than in religious commitment to religious education. We are looking
for the reasons why a significant number of parents choose a religious school, especially
considering that the 2022 census showed a strong decline in religiosity.
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Abstract

In many areas and age groups — especially in the case of urban youth, research suggests this —
the classic role of religiosity, which means the responsibility taken for the common good and
community, and the social sensitivity manifested in the accompanying active, concrete
helping work, has faded worldwide. In contrast, the search for meaning, the “religious in its
own way”’ that promises the individual importance and security, and is composed of many
elements, is significant. In our study, using a small-scale questionnaire research, we try to
investigate to what extent and in what form these changes experienced worldwide are present
among Hungarian youth, and how, as the title of our study shows, we can interpret the
religious interest of Hungarian youth based on the results of the 2022 census.
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